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Wonderland
A small backyard becomes a children’s 
delight of wildlife and plantings — and the 
grown-ups like it, too

DESIGN
A BLADE OF GRASS

standing at the edge of the 
koi pond is Lukas Sinclair of 
Sydney, Australia, who was 
visiting his cousins in 
Newton, Massachusetts. 
Fed by recirculating water 
dropping from a stone 
outcrop, the man-made 
pond is home to a school 
of well-fed fi sh.

Story on page 58
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Live Life
BEAUTIFULLY
A home is where life is lived. Transform your outdoors with 
Unilock paver and wall products and create the perfect setting 
for memories that last a lifetime. From traditional to modern, 
Unilock offers an unrivaled variety of colors, styles, and textures 
you can’t get anywhere else. 

For more outdoor inspiration, or a referral to a trusted  
Unilock Authorized Contractor, connect with us at  
Unilock.com or 1 800-UNILOCK.

UNILOCK.COM  |  1-800-UNILOCKUmbriano® pavers, Estate Wall® and Brussels Dimensional Fireplace.

Scan here to see video 
of the whole project!
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M
ost suburban homeowners 
want yards with grassy 
lawns and no snakes. 
David Sinclair and San-
dra Luikenhuis, how-
ever, see their quarter-

acre property in Newton, Massachusetts, as an 
opportunity to avoid a chemical-driven land-
scape and encourage wildlife of all kinds. It is a 
place where their three children, Madeline, 12, 
Natalie, 10, and Benjamin, 8, can wander through 
deep thickets, feed fi sh, and watch birds and 
insects. A ribbon snake they named Pumba visits 
regularly. There is not a scrap of lawn anywhere. 

Luikenhuis, who studied molecular biol-
ogy and genetics in her native Germany, says: 
“It takes a lot of work and a lot of chemicals to 
maintain a lawn. David and I agreed that instead 
of that kind of monoculture, it’s a lot more inter-
esting, as well as a lot more eco-friendly, to have 
a lot of diff erent species.”

Sinclair, who is well known for his research 
at Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachu-
setts, on the mechanisms of aging, agreed that 

garden

the pond’s edge, which is 
shaded by large trees on 
neighboring property, is 
planted with evergreens, 
threadleaf Japanese maples, 
and river birch, as well as 
aquatic plants such as yellow 
pond lily and arrowleaf.

david sinclair and Sandra Luikenhuis 
(above) stand in the garden with (from left) 
their nephew Lukas and their children, 
Madeline, Benjamin, and Natalie Sinclair. 
Madeline walks Charlie, the family pet 
(left), along a fi eldstone path planted with 
woodland shrubs. 
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BLANCO | BRIZO | DORNBRACHT | DXV | HANSGROHE | NEWPORT BRASS | ROBERN | WETSTYLE | TOTO | VILLEROY & BOCH

A design collaboration is a very special relationship.

It’s a pleasure when our passion for quality products becomes part of 

the creative process. As an addition to the wide assortment of brands that 

homeowners have come to enjoy in our showrooms, we’ve recently curated 

new collections to help architects and designers distinguish their work when 

transforming baths and kitchens. Product knowledge, detailed coordination 

and an accessible, friendly staff are added values we offer to ensure your 

project goes smoothly.

Visit frankwebb.com to fi nd your nearest showroom. 

Architects & designers are encouraged to visit frankwebb.com/professionals.
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Acorn Deck House Company has 
seventy years of experience perfecting 
a sophisticated prefabrication system, 
which enables us to build your home in 
our climate-controlled manufacturing 
facility. Our architectural designers and 
craftspeople have built over twenty 
thousand beautiful, one-of-a-kind homes 
– all featuring open floor plans, walls of 
glass and soaring ceilings.

AcornDeckHouse.com
(800) 727-3325
852 Main Street, Acton, MA 01720

while many of the plantings are 
native species, designer Tom Wilhelm 
makes no apologies for including 
showy plants such as Japanese 
maples and tuberous begonias 
(above left) that bring architecture 
and color to the garden. A granite 
outcrop (above right) hides water 
pipes while creating a waterfall that 
recirculates into the koi pond. Lukas 
follows his cousin Benjamin (left) as 
they leap from stone to stone around 
the pond, where the  koi are always 
ready for a handout. 

the backyard should provide educational 
opportunities for the children by harboring 
songbirds and other wild animals. A native 
Australian, he also endorses his countrymen’s 
penchant for anything that takes place out of 
doors. He and Luikenhuis wanted a three-
season family gathering space and outdoor 
dining area, and to bring their vision to life, 
they engaged Tom Wilhelm, senior land-
scape designer at A Blade of Grass in Way-
land, Massachusetts. 

 “Installing a lawn would have been diffi  -
cult because there is so much shade cast by tall 
trees on abutting properties,” Wilhelm says. 
“So it was wonderful when their fi rst order of 
business was ‘No lawn!’ They told me that they 
want their gardens to delight their children, to 
educate them, and to entertain them.” 

Set on a quiet cul-de-sac, the property 
abuts Kennard Park, a 32-acre Newton con-
servation area that, in turn, abuts an addi-
tional 100 acres of Brookline, Massachu-
setts, conservation land. Thus, the house 
lot appears much larger as it blends into 
the adjoining woods. The conservation land 
includes fi elds, forests, a large pond, and 
miles of hiking trails.

“There was a lot of programming in a very 
small space,” Wilhelm says. “The backyard 
only measures about 2,000 square feet. They 
wanted a play set, a fi replace, a patio, a fi sh 
pond, walking paths, and screening plantings. 
Sandra and David said we should create hidden 
corners for the children to explore, and also to 
plant shrubs that screen the neighbors’ houses 
so that the garden would feel private.”

gardengarden
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Prefabricated Custom Homes

852 Main Street, Acton, MA 01720 • (800) 727-3325 • AcornDeckHouse.com

Walls of Glass • Soaring Ceilings • Open Floor Plans
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Hardscape Design & Installation
R E S I D E N T I A L  &  C O M M E R C I A L

W W W . T R I A D A S S O C I A T E S I N C . C O M

(978) 373-4223
TRIAD ASSOCIATES - 100 DOWNING AVENUE - HAVERHILL, MA 01830

The centerpiece of Wilhelm’s design 
is a koi pond with recirculating water that 
spills from a rock outcrop. Surrounded by 
blueberry bushes, viburnum, Solomon’s 
seal, hydrangeas, astilbe, and other shade-
loving plants, the pond is home to fi sh that 
have learned to take food out of the chil-
dren’s hands.

“We get frogs and dragonfl ies that lay 
eggs and make the fi sh happy,” Luikenhuis 
says. “Deer come and drink water out of 
the pond. In the winter, the koi go to the 
bottom and rest. It was designed to be 
about 3 feet deep, which is deep enough so 
that the fi sh can overwinter.”

The plantings are especially beau-
tiful during the spring and fall, she says. 
“In the spring, there are about 1,000 bulbs 
blooming.”

garden
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103 terrace street boston, ma    617.708.0676    nedesignbuild.com

award-winning remodeling
design through constructionlifting spirits with spaces

“They had an awful deck at the back of 
the house,” Wilhelm recalls. “We designed 
a new deck that has a stone wall perpen-
dicular to the house. That wall acts as a 
backdrop and hides the gas line for the grill 
and the wiring for the lights.” The inspi-
ration for the stonework, which is actu-
ally a veneer over a poured-concrete wall, 
came from stone walls Wilhelm saw at the 
Heritage Museum & Gardens in Sandwich, 
Massachusetts. 

The deck has a dining table and chairs; 
electric heaters make it an outdoor dining 
room usable from spring to fall. “We had 
dinner out there in early March, and we love 
to eat there on chilly autumn nights,” Lui-
kenhuis says. 

Adjoining the deck is an expansive 
patio. Paved with fi eldstones laid in a geo-
metric pattern, it has a tall stone fi replace 
at one end. Overlooking the pond, the patio 
is a popular family gathering place that 
aff ords views of the surrounding nature.

The waterfall spilling into the koi 
pond attracts birds that use the pond as 
a bath on quiet mornings. A path hidden 

behind the waterfall is lined 
with white astilbe, rodgersia, 
and hostas and is a favorite 
of the children. Varieties of 
hydrangea, especially loved 

by Luikenhuis, grow throughout the yard. 
Begonias, brugmansia, and other tender 
plants bring color. 

 “We used native species as much as 
possible,” Wilhelm says. “But our biggest 
focus was to introduce variety.”

 Even though “the paths have to be 
weeded,” Wilhelm says, the maintenance of 
this garden is considerably less onerous than 
a lawn would have been. “Everything grows 
and fi lls in, so aft er a spring cleanup, there 
is really not so much that needs to be done.”

On a recent aft ernoon, the children 
showed off  their backyard to a cousin vis-
iting from Australia. Aft er running and 
jumping over paths and stones, they gather  
at the edge of the pond and wait for Pumba 
to make an appearance.  

a paved flagstone patio focused around a 
granite fi replace (facing page, top) provides 
comfortable seating and is a favorite family 
gathering place. The right edge of the terrace, 
planted with a boxwood hedge, overlooks the 
koi pond. On the deck (facing page, bottom), a 
stone wall runs perpendicular to the house and 
anchors the grill. It also hides gas and electric 
lines and hosts lighting. 

for more 
details,
see 
resources
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